. fltttel Aide ] 
Fired as Spy 
Of Germans 

By Jcmn M. Goshko 

Washington Post Staff Writer 

A political scientist em- 
ployed by the Atlantic Coun- 
cil, a prestigious private or- 
ganization for the study of 
foreign policy, has been 
fired after admitting that he 
was a paid spy. for East Ger- 
many. 

James Frederick Sattler, 
who had worked as a con- 
sultant on various cbuncil 
stucjy projects since 1972, 

, was discharged last Friday 
after the Justice Depart- 
ment notified the council of 
his activities. 

On March 23, Sattler regis- 
tered with the Justice De- 
partment as a foreign agent. 
In his registration . state- 
ment, he admitted that he 
had been passing informa- 
tion to East German intelli- 
gence agencies since 1967 
; and, for his services, had 
been paid approximately 
' $15,000 and given “an honor * 
decoration” from the East 
German Ministry of State 
' Security. 

Sattler- could 1 not -be 
reached for comment, and it 
was not immediately clear 
why he had voluntarily sup- 
plied detailed information 
about activities that could 
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expose him to prosecution 
under federal espionage 
laws. 

Justice Department 
sources said only that Satt- 
ler had registered afteb be- 
coming aware that he was 
the object of an FBI investi- 
gation. The sources added 
that the department has de- 
M cidednot to prosecute Spttr.jj 
' ler because, of the unavila- 
bility of key witnesses." 1 
Tn his registration state- 
ment, ; Sattler, 37, admitted < 
that be was recruited iji 
1967 by an individual named ■ 

: “Rolf,” who he later learned, 
was an East German official 
connected with ‘‘the. com- 
bined intelligence services 
of the Warsaw Treaty Or- 
ganization.” Sattler said he; 
was told to secUre employ- 
ment “in a position with ac- 
cess to information of Value 
to the Warsaw Treaty,” -A 
From 1967 through 1975, 
he adde/3, “I. transferred to 
my principals in East Berlin 
information and documents 
which I received from the 
North Atlantic Treaty Or- 
ganization and from, individ- 
uals in institutions and gov-^ 
ernment agencies in West : 
Germany, the United Stat-< 
es, Britain, Canada and 
France,” . , 

His statement left unclear 
whether any of the docu- 
ments was classified or cop- M 
tained information , that 
would be regarded as impOr- 
tant in intelligence circles’ 
lAtlantic; 'i (Council officials 
their ^ni^es forbid, the. 
use of classified materiais' in 
.their studies' and' asserted 
[that Sattler would pot' have 
had access to classified 'doc- 
uments through his;^*^^ 
^the council. . • ' ' 

^ Sattler, U:his statement, 
•s,said -that he photographed <•< 
of the material with;:a ’* 

; camefa. ^prov^ded " . I 
v' oy 'the/Sast Geifhans and 1 
then planted -the microdiscs • 
>in. packages 1 'that he sent to, -i 
Germany. Othep, documents; 
he added, ; ^y0re;^-pHoto'- 


vised to attempt to AObtain' a . 
position in the United States 
government with 'access to & 
classified information. I was 
- advised not to attempt.C^QV 3 
make contact; with my pri'n- V* 
cipals in East Germany until 
my possible returrit in early 
1976.” 
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. Atlantic Council, 3J 

founded; .by. former Secre- v 
tary .of state Christian.) 
Hertervuij 1961, seeks tor'! 
solve foreign poli'cy' prob-- 
lems by issuing position pa-'i 
pers, conducting, , seminars 
and .publishing a monthly 
ne\ys bulletin and a quarter- 
ly journal. It also does.occa- 
sionat studies on contract *! 
^irpm departments of the , 
government; • : 

- .Although; it has ho official^ 
.government corinection, the 
. membership of . it's board 
reads; like a , who’s who of 
the so-called" “Eastern .for- • 
policy establishment ” ’ 

: S6cmary of State Henryk.,, 
Kassinger is a board y mWJ 
the board chairman 
fo FJ ner Treasury • Secre- 
ta.fy Henry H. Fowler. 1 

& ) Francis 0. Wilcox^ the 

| general, ; 

said that Sattler had worked' 
on a number of council stud- 
ies including problems of 
European ^foree reductions 
^astyWest ; trade. He 
added -that> “Settler’s', work 
had been very, objective, and 
4 he sepmed a./very know!-' 
edgeable and capable' stu- 

? erna mM 

. . Wilcox .avas able 

sketchy 'details' of 
Sa -*F? r s background but 
t\ , said ’ he had studied in Ger- 
%many and had been 
i f urer In political science ai: 


t , . al30 Sai d that Satt- 

ler s job with the council 

' aiid ' h ® "was 
looking for a new ope;’ He 

soine°^|f§f 
^P'toLHlll. but r 
£ know ) -. far he got.” 


